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has also heard that the Government are prepared to waive the first
three points mentioned in my letter, but that the education test is the
stumbling-block. If so, and if it is not too late, my Association hopes
that the difficulty will be overcome by providing for sufficient stringency
of the test.

/ have the honour to be9

Sir,

Tour obedient servant,
ESSOP ISMAIL MIA

CHAIRMAN, *
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 18-7-1908

206.   LETTER TO A. CARTWRIGHT
[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 9, 1908
DEAR MR.  CARTWRIGHT,
I am very much obliged to you for your note and for the great inte-
rest you are taking in the troubles of my countrymen. I would lose
much rather than the sympathy of public men in the Transvaal. The
burning of the certificates next Sunday will, therefore, be postponed.
I take it that you are closely following the development of the struggle.
Mr. Sorabji, as you know, is not now to be tried under the Immig-
rants' Restriction Act at all.1 Indeed, to secure conviction under that
Act will, in the case of an educated Asiatic, be, I am sure, impossible,
without the instrumentality of the Asiatic Act. It just proves my conten-
tion. Owing to the stupidity of the Prosecution and the greater
stupidity of Mr. Chamney, I was able to take advantage of a flaw in the
evidence for the Crown, and Mr. Sorabji was discharged. To show the
vindictiveness on the part of Superintendent Vernon and Mr. Ghamney,
he was re-arrested immediately, Mr. Vernon saying the re-arrest was be-
ing effected under instructions from Mr. Chamney. As luck would
have it, I went over with Mr. Sorabji to Marshall Square Police
Station and saw Deputy Commissioner Potter, who, I believe, per-
ceived the mistake that had been made, and almost immediately
after I had seen Mm, ordered Mr. Sorabji's discharge from custody. I
do not know what will happen tomorrow. I am half inclined to think
that there will be a bungle again. If so, I propose to take advantage
of it and secure a discharge again. Ultimately, of course, Mr. Sorabji,
1 Fwfe "Trial of Sorabji Shapurji-F, pp. 345-7.